
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 7 May 2015] 

 p3324b-3325a 
Hon Michael Mischin 

SECOND WORLD WAR — SURRENDER ANNIVERSARY 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [5.37 pm]: A couple of weeks ago 
we commemorated the 100th anniversary of the Gallipoli landing on 25 April 1915. It seems to be a year of round 
figure anniversaries. I wish to draw attention today to another event that is of great historical significance, both 
to this country and internationally. It was on 7 May 1945 that the German armed forces signed an instrument of 
surrender that ended the Second World War, at least against the British Commonwealth and the United States. 
The Russian delegate to that particular occasion did not have authority from the Soviet Union to be a party to 
any instrument of surrender. That instrument of surrender with the Soviet Union was signed the next day, so 
Victory in Europe Day is celebrated on two different days. I think it is 9 May in the Soviet Union because of the 
time difference. 

That event marked the end of a war of six years, the most destructive in human history. It is estimated that in the 
last 12 months of that conflict, people were being killed at the rate of one million a month. For better or worse, 
the world that we enjoy now, the values that we are able to entertain, and the liberties that we treasure and value 
are a product of that conflict. Had history turned out differently and that war not occurred or had it ended 
differently, I and probably many of us would not be in this place. It is easy to look back at the events of that 
conflict and see with the benefit of hindsight that perhaps those events were inevitable, but that is not the case at 
all. The First World War left a legacy of fear of warfare. It was said to hopefully be the war that ended all wars. 
It was not, and part of that was because the peace did not achieve its objectives. In fact, it was the peace that 
ended peace. The peace was mismanaged by western democracies—they allowed militarism to grow in Europe. 
It was the fear of war as a product of that first conflict that gave rise to very forceful pacifist movements in 
western democracies that left them very unprepared for the rise of militarism and Nazism in Europe. As a result, 
a sequence of events occurred in which western democracies allowed two dictatorships—that of Nazi Germany 
and Fascist Italy—to dominate the European continent. 

It was the collapse of Poland, which drew France and Britain into the Second World War in a very woefully 
unprepared state—but, nevertheless, they took issue and supported Poland in principle, although they could do 
nothing in fact. That led to the collapse of the low countries and Denmark and, finally, of France, which left 
Britain alone. As I say, it is easy to look back with hindsight, but at the time Britain was alone. It was facing 
a continent that had fallen to the Nazi military machine, the most effective military force then in existence. It had 
succeeded in conquering the only other significant power in Europe, which was France, and it was faced with a 
number of choices. All rational choices pointed to Britain coming to terms with Germany, and there was an 
enormous amount of pressure to do that. But it did not; it stood alone. Some of those who are students of history, 
and who ought to know better, argue that Australia should have stayed out of that conflict in some fashion. But it 
did not. It was through the steadfastness of Britain and her dominions, as part of her empire and the colonies that 
formed part of that empire that resistance was maintained. Britain faced up to that military threat, and persevered 
for many long and lonely years. Finally, when America came into the war and Hitler chose of course to invade 
the Soviet Union, which brought that former ally into the conflict as well, and after a long and difficult journey 
in which there was much sacrifice, victory was achieved in Europe and democracy was restored to at least half of 
that continent. It took another several decades before the Iron Curtain was finally dismantled and other countries 
were able to join the fold. However, the sacrifices that occurred during those six long years should not be 
forgotten. Of course, after 7 May, victory was still to be achieved against Imperial Japan. 

I simply think that it should be recognised that those sacrifices took place, and that for all the importance of 
Anzac Day—I do not diminish its importance in the history of this nation—we should not forget that it was 
a wider and broader conflict that has allowed us to enjoy the fruits of the liberties that we treasure so much. 

I will make one quote from a book called Blood, Sweat and Arrogance and the Myths of Churchill’s War, by 
Gordon Corrigan, who was very critical of the way that Britain and its Allies conducted the war. He says in the 
final paragraph of that book, at page 478 — 

In this book I have argued that Britain did not perform well in that Second World War. 
He goes on to say some more things about that and summarises the issues that he has raised. He then 
concludes — 

Finally, however, for all the criticisms that can be levelled at the civil and military leadership of this 
nation — 

He is talking about Britain — 

from 1939 to 1945 it must never, ever be forgotten that Britain did the decent thing. Britain went to war 
and she stayed in the war, regardless of all the temptations and opportunities for withdrawing from it 
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that there were. Nazism was an evil creed, and opposition to it cost the British their blood, their Empire 
and their treasure, but stick at it they did and the world is a better place for that. 

I think that that can also be said of the dominions and colonies that formed part of that empire and the 
determination and courage that saw us through that conflict and allow us to enjoy what we enjoy and take far too 
much for granted today. I think, with it being the seventieth anniversary, it is worth making those points in this 
house, which is a fruit of that legacy. 
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